wood. The rod is pressed into the hoie b> or,e &'>;-
wic and another Brahmin with a piece of string. v.o^:;c.
round the vertical rod, makes it revolve continue ash
In Its wooden cup. The wooden piece with which
the revolving rod is pressed down is called the
Uttaramni and the lower wooden block is called the
AdhararanL
In the Adhararam near the edge of the cup is
placed some cotton. The wood pieces rubbing
against each other generate heat by friction and Ir ;s
sufficient to set fire to the cotton pieces. This ire is
then tended in the havan-kund. The fire, when once
lit, is never,allowed to die off but is very carefully
nourished and kept ablaze all through the sacrifice
until the conclusion of it in the Pooranahitfi (iota!
oblation). The motherly tenderness, devotion and
care with which the Rhlmics preserve the fire is
beautifully brought out by comparing it with the
foetus preserved In the womb of a pregnant woman.
The same Brahmana who Is worshipped by sages
In the heart through meditation Is worshipped b>
house-holders as Agni (fire) through sacrifices,
The seekers worshipped the Supreme through
meditation upon the significances of QM. The house-
holders worshipped the same Reality that is present
in the core of Its own manifestation, the Fire. Wor-
ship being an act in the gross plane-of-sense-objects
it needs some prop which for the sage is provided in
the symbol OM, and for the house-holder in his symbol,
the Fire. If the names and forms In OM and Fire are